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UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM IN COLOMBIA REJECTS AND CONDEMNS RECENT ACTS OF VIOLENCE 
AGAINST COMMUNITIES, DEFENDERS, LEADERS AND FORMER COMBATERS 


Bogota, April 26, 2021 - The United Nations System in Colombia vehemently rejects and condemns 
violence against communities, human rights defenders, social and community leaders, as well as 
former combatants of the former FARC-EP, situation which has worsened in recent weeks. 


For this reason, he reiterates the call of the Secretary General, António Guterres, for the 
immediate cessation of hostilities that allows progress in recovery efforts in the country in the 
midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, and urges that measures be strengthened to effectively 
safeguard the life and rights of all people in the territories affected by conflict and violence. 


The United Nations views with special concern the problems that the department of Cauca is 
going through, where the deterioration of the human rights and security situation is evidenced 
with forced displacement and attacks against ethnic communities and authorities, as well as 
effects on the public force, in events that occurred during the months of March and April of the 
current year. The murder of Sandra Liliana Peña, indigenous governor of the La Laguna reservation 
in Caldono, and the subsequent armed attack against the indigenous community to which she 
belonged - where dozens of people were injured - are some of the events that recently occurred 
in this area. Department. 


Similarly, there is concern about the increase in the murders of former FARC-EP combatants in 
different regions of the country. During the last week, seven people in the process of 
reincorporation were assassinated in the departments of Antioquia, Arauca, Caquetá Choco, 
Guaviare and Meta. 


These violent events, with serious impacts on the lives of individuals and communities, are 
occurring in territories with the presence of illegal armed groups and criminal organizations, illicit 
economies, where there is the recruitment of minors and with a limited presence of the State. 


Faced with this worrying situation, it is of the utmost importance to ensure the integral presence 
of the institutions in the territories, including the legal entities that are responsible for the 
promotion and protection of human rights. 


The UN reiterates its solidarity with all the victims and will continue to accompany communities, 
ethnic authorities and state entities to face these common concerns, overcome the conflict and 
advance in the consolidation of peace. 


